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CORONAVIRUS IN MARYLAND 


Reversing course 


President Trump walks back from ‘mutiny’ remarks, pulls WHO funding 


“I have been nothing but positive throughout my entire sentence, 
but I don’t want this to be the last chapter of ny life.” — John waters IIT, inmate 


s the coronavirus pan- 

demic ravages Maryland 

and the number of cases 

in its jails and prisons 

grow, inmate Travis Gary 
says little has changed inside to 
indicate corrections officials are do- 
ing enough to address the risk. 

He now has a bunkmate in his cell 
after living alone, making social 
distancing difficult. Four washing 
machines are broken, prison officials 
said, and Gary’s seen no urgency to 
fix them. No face masks have been 
provided, so he fashioned one out of 
a pair of long johns. 

“The conditions are filthy. They 
are not giving us masks. The only 
thing they are doing is taking our 
temperature,” Gary said in a recent 
phone interview from the Baltimore 
City Correctional Center, where he’s 
been held on weapons and drug 
charges since 2017. 

Inmates and guards in Maryland’s 


Rs 


State prisoners on edge 
as threat grows and 
courts consider how to 
release some inmates 


By PHILLIP JACKSON 


Above: Felicia Gary, shown holding 
pictures of her husband, is con- 
cerned about his safety while in jail. 
KENNETH K. LAM/BALTIMORE SUN 


prisons and jails, and their families, 
say officials have not taken sufficient 
steps to protect them from 
COVID-19, even as the illness has 
killed its first inmate — a man in his 
60s who died Saturday at the Jessup 
Correctional Institution. The De- 
partment of Public Safety and Cor- 
rectional Services announced that 
death Monday, along with the tally of 
93 cases among inmates, officers and 
contractors at state prisons, a fivefold 
increase since April 3. 

On Tuesday, Maryland Chief 
Judge Mary Ellen Barbera ordered 
the trial courts to identify and release 
prisoners statewide who are at-risk 
for the coronavirus and pose no 
threat to public safety. With her 
order, Barbera opens the door for 
prisoners to be released on a case-by- 
case basis, although the full impact of 
the move likely won’t be clear for 
days. 

See INMATES, page 14 


State issues warning for drug 
Trump touts for coronavirus 


Alert regards hoarding, 
inappropriate prescribing 


By JON MEOLI 


Jodi Steinbauer takes Plaquenil, the 


name brand version of hydroxychloro- 
quine, for ailments such as lupus, rheuma- 
toid arthritis and Sjégren’s syndrome, but 
now the Bowie woman can’t get her 
prescription filled. 

After President Donald Trump began 
touting the decades-old drug as a poten- 
tial treatment for COVID4-19, the illness 
associated with infection by the new 
coronavirus, shortages of the drug started 
to occur and two state agencies warned 


and inappropriately prescribing hydroxy- 
chloroquine and the related chloroquine. 

Originally developed as anti-malarial 
drugs but also used for auto-immune 
disorders such as Steinbauer’s, hydroxy- 
chloroquine and chloroquine are being 
prescribed by doctors around the world to 
help treat the worst COVID-19 cases 
because they have shown some anti-viral 
properties in lab settings. The results so 
far are mostly anecdotal with some saying 
it helps and others not so much. 

Its use caught the attention of Trump, 
and the U.S. Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration approved its use on an emergency 
basis late last month. Numerous clinical 
trials have begun, including one spon- 
sored by the National Institutes of Health, 
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Heroes of the week 


The virus forces an Eastern Shore 
doctor from his home. A stranger, 
Dennis Bryant, makes sure he isn’t 
roughing it. NEWS PG 2 

E Maryland sees its deadliest day as 
casualties continue to mount in 
nursing homes. NEWS PG 2 

E Dan Rodricks: The Y in Central 
Maryland steps up, but worries about 
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By JILL COLVIN AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump said Tuesday that he’s open to 
some states “reopening” before federal 
social distancing guidelines expire at the 
end of month, as he appeared to back off 
his claim of absolute authority to decide 
when the time was right to act. 

Hours after suggesting that the bipar- 
tisan concerns of governors about his 
assertion of power would amount to an 
insurrection, Trump reversed course — 
in substance, if not in rhetoric — saying 
he would leave it to governors to 
determine the right time and manner to 
reopen activity in their states. 

Trump said he would be speaking 
with governors, probably on Thursday, 
to discuss his plans. 

“The governors are responsible,” 
Trump said Tuesday. “They have to take 
charge.” 

Still, he insisted, “The governors will 
be very, very respectful of the presi- 
dency.” 

Democratic and Republican gover- 
nors had sounded the alarm after Trump 
asserted that he and he alone would 
determine when and how to reopen the 
economy, despite clear constitutional 
limitations on federal powers. 

Trump said Tuesday he would be 
“authorizing each individual governor of 
each individual state to implement a 
reopening — and a very powerful 
reopening — plan of their state at a time 
and in a matter as most appropriate.” 

Trump added he would support 
moves by states that haven’t been hit 
See TRUMP, page 6 


State needs 
workers to 
hunt for cases 


More contact tracers part 
of plan before reopening 


By MEREDITH COHN, SCOTT DANCE 
AND LUKE BROADWATER 


As Maryland officials work on a plan 
to ease restrictions that already have 
kept residents home for weeks, they are 
not only seeking to isolate those who test 
positive for the COVID~19 infection but 
bring on an army of workers to identify 
anyone who may have been exposed to 
the coronavirus. 

The state now has about 200 to 250 
so-called contact tracers on the job at 
local health departments, but that force 
will need to be multiplied, said Fran 
Phillips, deputy secretary of the Mary- 
land Department of Health. The job isn’t 
easy; such workers must find everyone 
an infected person has been in contact 
with and seek to isolate them until 
they’re either confirmed infected or not. 

“Were going to be doing contact 
tracing. We’re going to be doing that 
until we have a vaccine,” she said. “This 
is not a short-term project. This is going 
to be sustained work.” 

Isolation, contact tracing and wide- 
spread testing will be crucial elements to 
reopening businesses and schools and 
allowing people to leave home eventu- 
all 


y. 

If people with COVID-19 and those 
potentially infected are quarantined, 
infections will slow and restrictions 
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